
A Voice for Social Work in 
British Columbia



We acknowledge that our office is in the unceded territory of 
the Coast Salish Peoples, including the territories of the 
xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam), Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), and 
səlilwətaɬ (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations and that our members live 
and work in unceded territories across British Columbia. We 
acknowledge territory and Indigenous Peoples and commit to 
genuine and ongoing work to forge real understanding, and to 
challenge the legacies of colonialism. We respect the histories, 
languages, and cultures of First Nations, Métis, Inuit, and all 
First Peoples, whose presence continues to enrich our vibrant 
communities.



 Major professions have an 
organization that reflects the 
profession’s values, advocates 
on their behalf, and seeks to 
increase public understanding

 BCASW carries this role for the 
social work profession in BC



 BCASW is a voluntary, not-for-profit membership 
association 

 Supports and promotes the profession of social work 
and advocates for social justice 

 Incorporated in 1956 

 Over 1,500 members including students and retired 
social workers



 Separate and distinct from the profession’s regulatory 
body, the BC College of Social Workers

 The revised Social Workers Act established the BCCSW 
in 2008

 Ontario, PEI, Alberta, BC have an association and a 
college



 Branches have a core of members committed to 
organizing meetings and events 

 Branch Representatives sit on the BCASW Board



 Promote awareness of our varied roles

 Monitor and respond to government legislation and 
program implementation that impinge on social work’s 
scope of practice

 Promote inclusion of social workers

 Advocate for improved programs and social policies

 Enable members to voice concerns and shape future 
directions



 Highlighting the contribution of 
social work to communities

 Advancing the interests of social 
work in business and 
government

 Recognizing distinguished service 
and awarding scholarships

 Promoting research and 
education 



 Social Work Week

 Distinguished Service Awards

 2024 theme
◦ Social Work

One profession, many roles



 As a collective voice, we campaign for 
and defend social work values 

 We build links with government and 
media

 We partner with other public and 
professional bodies

 Coalitions and connections, including 
First Call: Child & Youth Advocacy 
Society, BoardVoice, BC Poverty 
Reduction Coalition, Action for 
Reform of Long-Term Care



 Anti-Racism & Cultural Advocacy

 Health Advocacy

 Seniors Issues Advocacy Circle

 Retired Social Workers’ Virtual Community

 Mental Health and Substance Use

 Sexual and Gender Diverse

 Child and Youth

 Indigenous Practice



 Mentorship

 Job/Employee search help 

 Networking 

 Scholarships

 Affordable insurance 

 Membership discounts

 Peer support groups

 Practice Roster

 Continuing Professional 
Development



A social worker shall…

Consultation based on adherence to the code



 Receive Perspectives

 Website and email provide 
updates, information, 
opportunity

 Receive Media Monitoring

 Access affordable CPD and 
Networking Opportunities



 BCASW is one of the provincial/territorial social work 
associations belonging to the Canadian Association of 
Social Workers (CASW)

 Through CASW we support the work of the 
International Federation of Social Workers

 IFSW is a global organisation striving for social justice, 
human rights, social development through the 
promotion of social work, best practice models, 
facilitation of international cooperation

 



Students receive full membership 
benefits at reduced annual rates.

A student representative sits on the 
BCASW Board of Directors. Student 

members can join the student 
committee. 

Join BCASW and learn more about 
your chosen profession!





bcasw@bcasw.org
www.bcasw.org

604-730-9111   1-800-665-4747

mailto:bcasw@bcasw.org
http://www.bcasw.org/
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